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Disposition of Claims 
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Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 .121 (d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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DETAILED ACTION 



1 . This Office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed under 37 CFR §1 .53(d) for the instant application on 01/31/06. Applicants have 
properly set forth the RCE, which has been entered into the application, and an 
examination on the merits follows herewith. 



Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 



3. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101. 

Regarding claim 8, since the claim claims "A computer program product" per se 
and does not positively recite that the program is stored on a medium that can be read 
by a machine. As such, the claimed invention is not directed to a machine readable 
medium or a manufacturer article. Therefore, the claim is directed to a non-statutory 
subject matter. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 



2. 



35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 



4. 



The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 
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The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

5. Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

Claim 14 recites the limitation "the representation" (lines 8-9). There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3, 7, 8/1, 8/2, 8/3, 9-10 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Pavley et al ("Pavley", USP 6317141) and "Film Reel Control - 
New Way to View Video" (herein after "Film Reel Control", IBM Technical Disclosure 
Bulletin, Vol. 37, No. 02B, February 1994). 

Regarding claims 1 , 7 and 8/1, Pavley teaches a method and device (100) for 
browsing an image collection (see Figure 4A; column 7, line 37 to col. 8, line 6), 
comprising browsing means for showing a sequence of representations in a browsing 
area (see figure 4A), each representation corresponding to an image from the image 
collection (each thumbnail corresponds to an image), and display means for showing, in 
response to a selection of a representation from said sequence (see figures 6-8, 9A and 
9B which shows the formation of a slide show in response to a selection of at least one 
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image (302, 322 or 342)), in a display area 140 an image from the image collection 
corresponding to the selected representation (302, 322 or 342), characterized in that 
each representation in the sequence has a portion that can be selected, the selection 
results in determination of a category of the representation (each image 304 has a 
portion 306 that can be used to select characteristics (media types) of that image) and 
the browsing means is arranged to show the sequence by continuously scrolling the 
sequence in the browsing area (column 8, lines 16-33). Pavley differs from the claim in 
that Pavley does not teach that the portion can be used to select the representation. 
However, such feature is known in the art as taught by "Film Reel Control". "Film Reel 
Control" teaches that selecting a film reel results in selecting the frame which the film 
reel borders (page 352). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in video 
editing art, having the teaching of Pavley and "Film Reel Control" before him at the time 
the invention was made, to modify the media editing apparatus taught by Parley to 
include the selecting the frame by selecting its reel portion taught by "Film Reel Control" 
with the motivation being to enable users to conveniently and quickly view multiple 
frames at one time ("Film Reel Control", page 351). 

Regarding claim 2, 9 and 8/2, Pavley teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed as specified in claim 1 above. Pavley further teaches that a representation is 
shown together with a border area functioning as the portion (each image 304 is shown 
together with a border area 306 functioning as the portion). In addition, Pavley also 
shows that a slide show consisting of objects 302, 322 and 342 is formed in response to 
a selection of a border area of image 302. These objects are in the same category of 
having audio file. Thus, the slide show is performed in response to a selection of a 
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border area of image 302. "Film Reel Control" teaches the reel that can be selected is 
bordering the frames (Fig. 3-4). 

Regarding claim 14, Pavley teaches a method (col 2, lines 39-44) of browsing an 
image collection (see Figure 2A; column 2, lines 44-47), comprising browsing means for 
showing a sequence of image in a browsing area, each of the image in the sequence 
corresponding to a displayable element within the image collection (area on top of area 
140 in which filmstrip 352 displays 4 thumbnail images at a time 350) (each thumbnail 
corresponds to an image), selecting one of the images in the sequence and in response 
to selection, showing the selected image from the sequence in a display area 354 
(object 302) (Fig. 4B), wherein, each of the images in the sequence has a portion that 
can be selected, the selection results in determination of a category of the 
representation/image (each image 304 or 302 has a portion 306 that can be used to 
select characteristics (media types) of that image) and the browsing means is arranged 
to show the sequence by continuously scrolling the sequence in the browsing area 
(column 8, lines 16-33) and the sequence is shown by continuously scrolling the 
sequence in the browsing area (thumbnails 350 scroll across the top of display area 
140) (see Fig. 4B and column 8, lines 16-33). Pavley differs from the claim in that 
Pavley does not teach that the portion can be used to select the representation/image. 
However, such feature is known in the art as taught by "Film Reel Control". "Film Reel 
Control" teaches that selecting a film reel results in selecting the frame which the film 
reel borders (page 352). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in video 
editing art, having the teaching of Pavley and "Film Reel Control" before him at the time 
the invention was made, to modify the media editing apparatus taught by Parley to 
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include the selecting the frame by selecting its reel portion taught by "Film Reel Control" 
with the motivation being to enable users to conveniently and quickly view multiple 
frames at one time ("Film Reel Control", page 351). 

Regarding claims 3, 10, and 8/3, Pavley teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed as specified in claim 1 above. Pavley does not teach that the selection of that 
the selection of a representation comprises dragging the representation from the 
browsing area to the display area. However, such feature is known in the art as taught 
by "Film Reel Control". "Film Reel Control" teaches that the selection of comprises 
dragging the representation from to a new location (page 352). Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in video editing art, having the teaching of Pavley 
and "Film Reel Control" before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the 
media editing apparatus taught by Parley to include dragging the representation from to 
a new location taught by "Film Reel Control" with the motivation being to greatly simplify 
of manipulating video clip sequences. 

8. Claims 4,11, and 8/4 (claim 8 that depends on claim 4) are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pavley, "Film Reel Control", and Yamada et 
al ("Yamada", USP 6259432). 

Regarding claims 4, 1 1 , and 8/4, Pavley and "Film Reel Control" teach the 
invention substantially as claimed as specified in claim 1 above. Pavley and "Film Reel 
Control" do not teach that a speed of the scrolling of the sequence is varied in 
accordance with a speed of an input stroke in the browsing area. However, such feature 
is known in the art as taught by Yamada. In the same field of graphical user interface, 
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Yamaha teaches an information processing apparatus that can adjust the scrolling 
speed for data displayed based on a speed of mouse cursor in the display area (column 
6, lines 33-47). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
graphical user interface art, having the teaching of Pavley, "Film Reel Control", and 
Yamada before him at the time the invention was made, to modify the graphic browsing 
method taught by Parley to include adjusting the scrolling speed for data displayed 
based on a speed of mouse cursor in the display area taught by Yamada with the 
motivation being to enable the Pavley's system to employ the input device to adjust the 
scrolling speed for data (thumbnails) displayed and to display a visual scrolling speed 
indicator that enables a user to easily apprehend the scrolling speed (see Yamada, line 
64 of column 4 to line 2 of column 5). 

9. Claims 5, 12, and 8/5 (claim 8 that depends on claim 5) are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pavley, "Film Reel Control", and Soohoo 
(USP 6211879). 

Regarding claims 5, 12, and 8/5, Pavley and "Film Reel Control" teach the 
invention substantially as claimed as specified in claim 1 above. Pavley and "Film Reel 
Control" do not teach that a direction of the scrolling of the sequence is varied in 
accordance with a direction of an input stroke in the browsing area. However, such 
feature is known in the art as taught by Soohoo. In the same field of graphical user 
interface, Soohoo teaches a navigation method for navigating and viewing document 
(comprises graphic; column 1, lines 60-65). Soohoo's teaching comprises scrolling 
displayed information in a direction in accordance with a direction of an input stroke in 
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the browsing area (when the cursor comes within a particular of an edge of the first 
window, the document is scrolled) (see Figures 1A and 1B; see column 2,lines 37-46). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in graphical user interface 
art, having the teaching of Pavley, "Film Reel Control", and Soohoo before him at the 
time the invention was made, to modify the graphic browsing method taught by Parley 
to include scrolling displayed information in a direction in accordance with a direction of 
an input stroke in the browsing area taught by Soohoo with the motivation being to 
quickly and easily scroll the browsing area (see Soohoo in column 1 , lines 17-19 and 
36-42 where Soohoo teaches the advantages of his scrolling method). 
10. Claims 6, 13, and 8/6 (claim 8 that depends on claim 6) are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pavley, "Film Reel Control", and Kenny (USP 
6437802). 

Regarding claims 6, 13, and 8/6, Pavley and "Film Reel Control" teach the 
invention substantially as claimed as specified in claim 1 above. Pavley and "Film Reel 
Control" do not teach that arranged to show interleaved in the sequence a 
representation of a command to be executed when selected. However, such feature is 
known in the art as taught by Kenney. In the same field of video editing art, Kenny 
teaches a video editing technique which comprises the interleaving commands with 
other actions and the executing the commands (column 1 , lines 32-61 ). Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in video editing art, having the teaching 
of Pavley, "Film Reel Control", and Kenney before him at the time the invention was 
made, to modify the video editing method taught by Parley to include the interleaving 
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commands with other actions and the executing the commands taught by Kenny with 
the motivation being to enable a user to view, interact with the device, and edit the 
playlist (representation sequence) even while the download of the sequence is 
proceeding (see Kenny, column 1, lines 58-61). 

1 1 . Applicant's arguments filed 01/31/06 have been considered but are moot in view 
of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kieu D. Vu. The examiner can normally be reached on 
Mon - Thu from 7:00AM to 3:00PM at 571-272-4057. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Cabeca, can be reached at 571-272-4048. 

The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are as follows: 

571-273-8300 

and / or: 

571-273-4057 (use this FAX #, only after approval by Examiner, for "INFORMAL" 
or "DRAFT" communication. Examiners may request that a formal paper / amendment 
be faxed directly to them on occasions). 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Kieu D. Vu 



Primary Examiner 



